Oestrogen and progesterone receptor concentrations in leiomyoma and normal myometrium.
The content of cytoplasmic 17 beta oestradiol and progesterone receptors in human uterine leiomyoma and normal myometrium in the Negroid population was determined. Eighteen women of reproductive age, at various stages of the menstrual cycle, were included in the study. The serum oestrogen and progesterone concentrations were also measured. This is the first report in the literature in which oestrogen and progesterone receptors in leiomyoma are significantly higher than in normal myometrium (P = 0.0002). The steroid dependence of the growth of leiomyomas may be related to the steroid receptor level. The presence of persistently high concentrations of oestrogen and progesterone receptors in leiomyoma should be helpful in the treatment of this benign tumour.